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Unit 1: Introduction to
Ethnic Studies & Identity

In this unit, students will learn how Ethnic Studies can increase their

knowledge and appreciation of diverse individuals and communities.

Students will explore the process of identity formation and how the
stories we tell influence our perspective of ourselves and of others. In
this pursuit, students will discuss the meaning of words such as race,

ethnicity, and identity, as well as discuss how we define our identities at
various levels: national, state, local, and community.

Lesson 1: My Many ldentities
Master Deck: Slides 5 to 14
Length: 55 mins

Objective: Students will be able to create a set of community standards as the basis for
creating a welcoming and supportive learning environment by identifying and assessing
different aspects of their own identity, as well as the factors that may influence others’
perceptions of their identity.

State Standards:

e RH.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of
history/social science.

e RH.6 Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same
or similar topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their
respective accounts.
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Unit 1: Introduction to Ethnic Studies & Identity Lesson Plans

Lesson 2: The Danger of a Single Story
Master Deck: Slides 15 to 21
Length: 55 mins

Objective: Students will be able to examine the complexity of how narratives function in
our lives by watching Chimamanda’s Ted Talk “The Danger of a single story” and
making a chart of both the challenging aspects of telling stories and those that offer
hope.

State Standards:

e RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source;
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key
details and ideas.

e RH.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over
the course of a text.

e RH.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to
address a question or solve a problem.

Lesson 3: What Does It Mean to “Fight Injustice, Not People”
(Part 1)

Master Deck: Slides 22 to 35
Length: 110 mins

Objective: Students will be able to evaluate how the characters in the text “Pink and
Say,” by Patricia Polacco demonstrate the principle of “fighting injustice, not people”
through a series of stop and jot writing exercises and class discussions.

State Standards:

e RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source;
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key
details and ideas.

e RH.3 Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text
leaves matters uncertain.
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https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/danger-single-story-video?utm_term=&utm_campaign=DSA&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_tgt=dsa-19959388920&hsa_grp=75449327748&hsa_src=g&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_mt=&hsa_ver=3&hsa_ad=333182733490&hsa_acc=4949854077&hsa_kw=&hsa_cam=1635938820&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAhbi8BhDIARIsAJLOlud0LzUZzHX7CTGhYlSnnyTqP5JYJ7YQAux5lECa2Gvb-9kqSU5gJC8aAgn5EALw_wcB
https://lswaney.weebly.com/uploads/1/5/5/9/15593462/pink_and_say.pdf
https://lswaney.weebly.com/uploads/1/5/5/9/15593462/pink_and_say.pdf

Unit 1: Introduction to Ethnic Studies & Identity Lesson Plans

Lesson 4: What Does It Mean to “Fight Injustice, Not People”
(Part 2)

Master Deck: Slides 36 to 43
Length: 110 mins

Class 1 Objective: Students will be able to compare and contrast the lives and political
actions of Martin Luther King, Jr. and Malcolm X and the extent to which they
demonstrate the principle “fight injustice, not people” by reading and discussing the
“The Unfinished Dialogue” by Clayborne Cason.

Class 2 Objective: Students will be able to compare and contrast the lives and political
actions of Martin Luther King, Jr. and Malcolm X and the extent to which they
demonstrate the principle “fight injustice, not people” by watching and discussing the

video “Rationality & Anger.”

State Standards:

e RH.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the
text as a whole.

e RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source;
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key
details and ideas.

e RH.3 Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text
leaves matters uncertain.

e RH.8 Evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and evidence by corroborating or
challenging them with other information.
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https://www.columbia.edu/cu/ccbh/mxp/Souls.The_Unfinished_Dialogue.pdf
https://www.columbia.edu/cu/ccbh/mxp/Souls.The_Unfinished_Dialogue.pdf
https://youtu.be/ahfAalV3vyg?si=YpgdvsyGLiw8c3rM

