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Unit 2: Black Americans

In this unit, students will explore the experience of African

Americans, with a particular emphasis on resilience and
achievements in overcoming historical barriers to opportunity and
how those experiences relate to contemporary issues. Students will
study the impacts of the Great Migration and the social, political,
economic, and cultural contributions of African Americans.

Lesson 1: The Great Migration
Master Deck: Slides 46 to 50

Length: 55 mins

Objective: Students will be able to summarize the causes and effects of the Great
Migration by analyzing a variety of primary and secondary sources.

State Standards:

e RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source;
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key
details and ideas.

e RH.3 Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text
leaves matters uncertain.

e RH.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of
history/social science.

e RH.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to
address a question or solve a problem.
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Unit 2: Black Americans Lesson Plans

Lesson 2: The Impact of the Great Migration on Art & Music
Master Deck: Slides 51 to 56
Length: 55 mins

Objective: Students will be able to evaluate how the Great Migration shaped the art and
music created by Black Americans by exploring the works of Jacob Lawrence, Langston
Hughs, Maggie Jones and others.

State Standards:

e RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source;
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key
details and ideas.

e RH.3 Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text
leaves matters uncertain.

e RH.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of
history/social science.

e RH.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to
address a question or solve a problem.

Lesson 3: Black Americans & The American Dream (Part 1)

Master Deck: Slides 57 to 60
Length: 55 mins

Objective: Students will be able to compare and contrast different conceptions of the
“‘American Dream” by reading and analyzing the poems, ‘| Hear America Singing” by
Walt Witman, and “l, Too” by Langston Hughs.

State Standards:

e RH.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the
text as a whole.

e RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source;
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key
details and ideas.

e RH.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over
the course of a text.
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Unit 2: Black Americans Lesson Plans

e RH.5 Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key points or advance an
explanation or analysis.

e RH.6 Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same
or similar topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their
respective accounts.

e RH.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to
address a question or solve a problem.

Lesson 4: Black Amerians & The American Dream (Part 2)
Master Deck: Slides 61 to 64
Length: 55 mins

Objective: Students will be able to compare and contrast different conceptions of the
“‘American Dream” by watching and analyzing scenes from “A Raisin in the Sun” by
Lorraine Hansberry.

State Standards:

e RH.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the
text as a whole.

e RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source;
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key
details and ideas.

e RH.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over
the course of a text.

Lesson 5: Black-Jewish Alliances & Civil Rights
Master Deck: Slides 65 to 72

Length: 55 mins

Objective: Students will be able to examine how the Black and Jewish communities
worked together on Civil Rights issues by reading and discussing Einstein’s Speech on
Diversity and Immigration, the origins of the NAACP, and the impact of the Rosenwald
Schools.

State Standards:
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Unit 2: Black Americans Lesson Plans

e RH.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the
text as a whole.

e RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source;
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key
details and ideas.

e RH.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over
the course of a text.

e RH.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to
address a question or solve a problem.

Lesson 6: Redlining and Racial Covenants
Master Deck: Slides 73 to 77
Length: 110 mins

Objective: Students will be able to create a presentation assessing the impacts of
redlining and/or racial covenants on a city or town in California by using the website
“Mapping Inequality.”

State Standards:

e RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source;
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key
details and ideas.

e RH.3 Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text
leaves matters uncertain.

e RH.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to
address a question or solve a problem.

Lesson 7: 400 Years of Black American Music History
Master Deck: Slides 78 to 81
Length: 55 mins

Objective: Students will be able to describe how Black American musicians have
shaped our cultural, social, and political understanding of different periods in American
history by listening to and analyzing three different songs of the spiritual genre.
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Unit 2: Black Americans Lesson Plans

State Standards:

RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source;
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key
details and ideas.

RH.3 Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text
leaves matters uncertain.

RH.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to
address a question or solve a problem.

Lesson 8: Understanding History Through Music

Master Deck: Slides 81

Length: Varies depending on how in depth you would like the students to research and
how you would like for them to present their research.

Objective: Students will be able to present research on an issue that permeates US
history by analyzing the relationship between a song and that issue during a specific
historical period in American history.

State Standards:

RH.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the
text as a whole.

RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source;
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key
details and ideas.

RH.3 Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text
leaves matters uncertain.

RH.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over
the course of a text.

RH.6 Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same
or similar topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their
respective accounts.
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e RH.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to
address a question or solve a problem.
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