
 

 

 
  
 
Lesson 1: Chinese Railroad Workers  
Master Deck: 105 to 108 
Length: 55 mins 
 
Objective: Students will be able to summarize the historical context that led to the 
migration of Chinese people to the United States (push/pull factors) and explain how we 
should remember their contributions to the railroad system in this country by reading 
and discussing, “The Chinese Experience in 19th Century America.” 
 
State Standards: 
●​ RH.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the 
text as a whole. 

●​ RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key 
details and ideas. 

●​ RH.3 Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which 
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text  
leaves matters uncertain. 
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https://empowered-ed.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/CEE-Ethnic-Studies-UNIT-4_-Lesson-1-The-Chinese-Experience-in-19th-Century-America.pdf


Unit 4: Asian/Pacific Islander                                                                                     Lesson Plans 

Lesson 2: Conflicting Narratives - Inclusion vs. Exclusion 
Master Deck: 109 to 113 
Length: 55 mins 
 
Objective: Students will be able to evaluate the extent to which our common historical 
memory has excluded Chinese Railroad workers and offer solutions for creating a more 
complete historical record moving forward by analyzing and discussing various primary 
and secondary resources. 
 
State Standards: 
●​ RH.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the 
text as a whole. 

●​ RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key 
details and ideas. 

●​ RH.3 Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which 
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text  
leaves matters uncertain. 

●​ RH.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over 
the course of a text. 

●​ RH.6 Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same 
or similar  topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their 
respective accounts. 

●​ RH.7  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to 
address a question or solve a problem. 
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Lesson 3: AAPI & Civic Engagement 
Master Deck: 114 to 116 
Length: 55 mins 
 
Objective: Students will be able to evaluate the extent to which the Supreme Court 
decision involving Chinese America Wong Kim Ark is upheld today by analyzing and 
discussing a primary source newspaper article from 1898 and a secondary source 
video. 
 
State Standards: 
●​ RH.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the 
text as a whole. 

●​ RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key 
details and ideas. 

●​ RH.3 Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which 
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text  
leaves matters uncertain. 

●​ RH.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over 
the course of a text. 

●​ RH.6 Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same 
or similar  topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their 
respective accounts. 

●​ RH.7  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to 
address a question or solve a problem. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6y487b7mQj0&t=1s
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Lesson 4: I Am An American 
Master Deck: 117 to 121 
Length: 55 mins 
 
Objective: Students will be able to describe the historical context that led to the 
internment of Japanese Americans and how these events shape their understanding of 
what it means to be an American by analyzing and discussing primary and secondary 
sources. 
 
State Standards: 
●​ RH.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the 
text as a whole. 

●​ RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key 
details and ideas. 

●​ RH.3 Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which 
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text  
leaves matters uncertain. 

●​ RH.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over 
the course of a text. 

●​ RH.6 Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same 
or similar  topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their 
respective accounts. 

●​ RH.7  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to 
address a question or solve a problem. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 4 



Unit 4: Asian/Pacific Islander                                                                                     Lesson Plans 

Lesson 5: United States v. Bhagat Singh Thind 
Master Deck: 122 to 125 
Length: 55 mins 
 
Objective: Students will be able to interpret the outcome of the Supreme Court case US 
v. Bhagat Singh Thind by discussing the meaning of the terms “race” and “ethnicity” and 
how our understanding of these terms has shaped the history of the United States. 
 
State Standards: 
●​ RH.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the 
text as a whole. 

●​ RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key 
details and ideas. 

●​ RH.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over 
the course of a text. 

●​ RH.6 Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same 
or similar  topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their 
respective accounts. 

●​ RH.7  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to 
address a question or solve a problem. 
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https://empowered-ed.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/CEE-Ethnic-Studies-UNIT-4_-Lesson-5-US-vs.-Bhagat-Singh-Thind.-Bhagat-Singh-Thind.-Bhagat-Singh-Thind.pdf
https://empowered-ed.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/CEE-Ethnic-Studies-UNIT-4_-Lesson-5-US-vs.-Bhagat-Singh-Thind.-Bhagat-Singh-Thind.-Bhagat-Singh-Thind.pdf
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Lesson 6: Over 100 Years of Korean Immigration 
Master Deck: 126 to 130 
Length: 55 mins 
 
Objective: Students will be able to explain the causes (push/pull factors) and effects of 
Korean immigration to the United States by analyzing and discussing a timeline and 
watching a video. 
 
State Standards: 
●​ RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 

provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key 
details and ideas. 

●​ RH.7  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to 
address a question or solve a problem. 

 
Lesson 7: Immigrants from Southeast Asia (Part 1) 
Master Deck: 131 to 134 
Length: 55 mins 
 
Objective: Students will be able to explain the causes (push/pull factors) and effects of 
Southeast Asian immigration to the United States by analyzing and discussing the 
article, “Our Journeys, Our Communities” by Khatharya Um and other sources. 
 
State Standards: 
●​ RH.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the 
text as a whole. 

●​ RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key 
details and ideas. 

●​ RH.3 Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which 
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text  
leaves matters uncertain. 

●​ RH.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over 
the course of a text. 
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https://empowered-ed.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/CEE-Ethnic-Studies-UNIT-4_-Lesson-5-Our-Journeys-Our-Communities.pdf
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Lesson 8: Immigrants from Southeast Asia (Part 2) 
Master Deck: 135 
Length:  Varies depending on how in depth you would like the students to research and 
how you would like for them to present their research. 
 
Objective: Students will be able to create a presentation comparing and contrasting the 
refugee experience of two people from Southeast Asia by reading and analyzing oral 
histories recorded by the Oakland Museum of California. 
 
State Standards: 
●​ RH.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the 
text as a whole. 

●​ RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key 
details and ideas. 

●​ RH.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over 
the course of a text. 

●​ RH.6 Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same 
or similar  topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their 
respective accounts. 

●​ RH.7  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to 
address a question or solve a problem. 

 
Lesson 9: United Farm Workers and the Delano Grape Strike 
(Part 1) 
Master Deck: 136 to 147 
Length:  55 mins. 
 
Objective: Students will be able to explain the historical circumstances that led to the 
Delano Grape Strike and identify the key groups and individuals involved by analyzing 
and discussing primary and secondary resources.  
 
State Standards: 
●​ RH.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the 
text as a whole. 
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●​ RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key 
details and ideas. 

 

Lesson 10: United Farm Workers and the Delano Grape Strike 
(Part 2) 
Master Deck: 148 
Length:  55 mins. 
 
Objective: Students will be able to design a campaign poster for the Delano Grape 
Strike by considering the historical context of strike and the perspective of their target 
audience. 
 
State Standards: 
●​ RH.7  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 

formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to 
address a question or solve a problem. 

 

Lesson 10: United Farm Workers and the Delano Grape Strike 
(Part 3) 
Master Deck: 149 
Length:  Varies depending on how in depth you would like the students to research and 
how you would like for them to present their research. 
 
Objective: Students will be able to create a presentation on a key figure involved in the 
Delano Grape Strike by conducting original research using relevant primary and 
secondary resources and including multiple perspectives. 
 
State Standards: 
●​ RH.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the 
text as a whole. 

●​ RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key 
details and ideas. 

●​ RH.3 Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which 
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text  
leaves matters uncertain. 
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●​ RH.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over 
the course of a text. 

●​ RH.6 Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same 
or similar  topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their 
respective accounts. 

●​ RH.7  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to 
address a question or solve a problem. 
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