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Unit 6: Justice and the Pursuit of
Human Equality

In this unit, students study the ideas and values on which the United
States was founded. With this understanding, students will consider the
universal experience of everyone living in the United States and how the
ideals of equality as expressed in the Declaration of Independence have

improved life and opportunities for everyone living and working in the
United States.

Lesson 1: The Declaration of Independence
Master Deck: 165 to 168

Length: 110 mins

Objective: Students will be able to summarize the Declaration of Independence and
explain its historical context by analyzing a set of secondary sources and then reading
and annotating the Declaration.

State Standards:

e RH.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the
text as a whole.

e RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source;
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key
details and ideas.

e RH.3 Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text
leaves matters uncertain.

e RH.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over
the course of a text.
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Unit 6: Pursuit of Justice and Human Equality Lesson Plans

e RH.6 Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same
or similar topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their
respective accounts.

Lesson 2: Tolerant Thinkers

Master Deck: 169 to 175

Length: Varies depending on how in depth you would like the students to research and
how you would like for them to present their research.

Objective: Students will be able to create a presentation evaluating the historical events
and philosophical concepts they have learned throughout the Ethnic Studies course by
researching the life and work of a tolerant thinker - Frederick Douglass, Susan B.
Anthony, or Martin Luther King, Jr.

State Standards:

e RH.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the
text as a whole.

e RH.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source;
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key
details and ideas.

e RH.3 Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text
leaves matters uncertain.

e RH.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over
the course of a text.

e RH.6 Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same
or similar topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their
respective accounts.

e RH.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to
address a question or solve a problem.
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