
Native Americans Choose Sides  
Read the excerpt from the “Speech to the Six Nations,” a letter from the

Continental Congress to the Iroquois tribe asking the Iroquois to remain neutral in
the crisis between the Americans and the British in the 1760s.  Then respond to the

prompts in your Identity Journal and prepare to discuss as a class.

“BROTHERS AND FRIENDS! 

We desire you will hear and receive what we
have now told you, and that you will open a

good ear and listen to what we are now going
to say. This is a family quarrel between us and
Old England. You Indians are not concerned in
it. We don't wish you to take up the hatchet
against the king's troops. We desire you to
remain at home, and not join on either side,

but keep the hatchet buried deep.”

Explain the historical context that led to this situation.
 

What is the message of the speech?

Why might the authors describe the situation between
the Americans and the British as “a family quarrel”?

Why might the Americans want the Native Americans to
remain neutral?

Why might the Native Americans want to get involved?

If the Native Americans did get involved, which side do
you think they would choose?  Explain your reasoning.

https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/contcong_07-13-75.asp


Native Americans Choose Sides  
In small groups, analyze the documents you have been assigned by completing the “Analyze a

Written Document” worksheet or answering the questions in your Identity Journal.  Each
group should be prepared to share a summary their documents with the class.

The Disturbances in America give great
trouble to all our Nations

Conference with Indians at Fort Pitt

Treaty with the Delawares: 1778

Chickasaw Peace Treaty Feeler-1782

Chickasaw Chiefs, Message to Congress

Who was the original source? What do we know about this individual? His/her
perspective?  Why is it important to consider who was responsible for
making the record? 

When was the record made?

What is the nature of the document: letter, oral history, government
document? Was the source public or private? Why is this information
important? 

What was the purpose of making the record? 

How might this background regarding the document influence our use of the
information it contains? 

How can we determine which record is more accurate when accounts
conflict with one another?

What were the issues that the various Native American groups were facing?
How and why did the issues change over the course of the Revolutionary
era?

What arguments did each side make? Why?

Documents

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1El3j93yPmD0n082wRkdfbeTiBK-qV9V9
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1El3j93yPmD0n082wRkdfbeTiBK-qV9V9
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1KM_DOFTXCKBCW27GmSl30_FGxUh5m8i_
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1KM_DOFTXCKBCW27GmSl30_FGxUh5m8i_
https://drive.google.com/open?id=14r2E5dYyNrauLaqhtidLfPK-eQIrWt-N
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1pN8unLFjOCt901UKiZvjPG8NYDGnBi62
https://drive.google.com/open?id=19i0Ce7L1PrfOuXwfX5ZpGNwItzjqmGdO
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1TDxZ_wuIaTbK_TvuCBN9mEHBCRavbRGp


Native Americans Choose Sides  
Draw the Venn Diagram in your Identity Journal and use it to take notes as each

groups shares a summary of their documents.  Then have a class discussion
comparing and contrasting your findings



Native Americans Mascots
Reflect on the images and respond to the prompt in your identity journal.

When you look up “American
Indian” on Google images,
these are some of the first

images that show up.

How do they illustrate 
the popular perception 

of Native Americans?



Native Americans Mascots
Watch the video and respond to the questions in your Identity Journal.   

Be prepared to discuss.

Summarize why the
NFL team changed its
name.

What are the
arguments for changing
the name?  What are
the arguments against
changing the name?

https://youtu.be/6JcjjX8r7IY?si=_siS4wLz4V1_J3V7
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6JcjjX8r7IY


Native Americans Mascots
Watch the video and respond to the prompts in your Identity Journal.   

Be prepared to discuss.

Why does Charlene Teeters find
the use of Native American
iconography and imagery in
mascots offensive? 

What forms of resistance does
she use against the university?

Describe the reaction from the
community. 

https://youtu.be/6JcjjX8r7IY?si=_siS4wLz4V1_J3V7
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8lUF95ThI7s


Native Americans Mascots
Mascots that are no longer in use:

University of Illinois

Cleveland Indians



Native Americans Mascots
Reflect on the images and respond to the prompt in your Identity Journal.

Why are Native American
mascots considered offensive

by some but considered
prideful to others?

What do you think?  Are they
offensive/disrespectful or
symbols to be proud of?

NFL: Kansas City Chiefs 

NHL: Chicago Blackhawks Florida State Seminoles

NFL: Kansas City Chiefs 



Native Americans Mascots

1.

2.

Watch the “Redskins is a Powerful
Name” video and reflect on how it
made you feel.  Did it change or
reinforce your initial thoughts on the
topic?

3.

Watch the “Proud To Be” video and  
reflect on how it made you feel. Did it
change or reinforce your thoughts on
the topic so far?

Follow the steps and respond to any questions in your Identity Journal.

What strategies do these videos
employ to persuade the audience?  
How effective are they?

https://youtu.be/40SFqadRTQ0?si=XWR8THrDGWBdhlA1
https://youtu.be/40SFqadRTQ0?si=XWR8THrDGWBdhlA1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mR-tbOxlhvE&t=8s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40SFqadRTQ0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mR-tbOxlhvE


Native Americans Mascots

Describe the relationship between FSU and
the Seminole Tribe of Florida.

Does the relationship between FSU and the
tribe change your opinion of the university’s
use of the mascot? Explain your thinking

What other questions do you have that may
help us further explore the issue of Native
American mascots?

Read about Florida State University’s relationship with the Seminole Tribe
of Florida and then respond to the prompts in your Identity Journal.

https://www.fsu.edu/seminole-tribe/
https://www.fsu.edu/seminole-tribe/


Native American Imagery
Reflect on the images and then respond to the prompts in your Identity Journal.  

Be prepared to discuss.

How have Native Americans been portrayed in our
culture and media?

How has your culture been portrayed? How is that
similar or different to the portrayal of Native
Americans? 

How do these portrayals impact both the lives of
individuals and society as a whole?

Generate a list of guidelines for portraying different
cultures in media and the marketplace.  

Why are such guidelines helpful? To what extent
might such guidelines be limiting?


