
Justice and the Pursuit of Human Equality

Natural Rights
Enlightenment Thought

 

Social Contract
Divine Right
Declaration of Independence

Based on your own background knowledge, create a definition for each
word in your Identity Journal.  Then share your ideas as a class and develop

a shared working definitions to post in your classroom.



Watch the video and respond the prompts in your Identity Journal.  
Be prepared to discuss.

What is tribalism?  Why did it exist?

According to the video, what is the purpose of religion
and philosophy?

What is the definition of politics?

Summarize the key tenets of John Locke’s philosophy.

How did John Locke’s ideas influence the founding of
the United States?  Cite specific examples.

How has the United States shown that these ideas of
equality are more than just words on paper?

In contrast to the United States, upon what basis are
many other countries around the world founded?

Justice and the Pursuit of Human Equality

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dk-hf9us1_I


Watch the video and respond the prompts in your Identity Journal.  
Be prepared to discuss.

According to Locke, what is “the
great question”?

Describe the historical context of
John Locke’s life.

Summarize Locke’s key ideas.

What is a social contract?

Justice and the Pursuit of Human Equality

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T7-Abmn9lZY


Declaration of Independence
In small groups, read the Declaration of Independence.  As you read, annotate

according to the key* and respond to the prompts in your Identity Journal.  
Discuss your ideas as a group and be prepared to share with the class.

Explain the historical context that led to the
creation of the Declaration of Independence.

What is the purpose of the Declaration of
Independence?

According to the document, where do our
“Rights” come from?  Why are they “unalienable.”

According to the document, what is the purpose
of the government?

Summarize the reasons the authors list for their
separation from Britain.

Annotation Key
Circle unknown words

look them up and define
them in the margin

Box key terms

Underline key ideas

*If you have your own specific
annotation system use that instead.

https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript


Tolerant Thinkers
In small groups, read the excerpt of your assigned thinker (see following slides).  

Then research and create a presentation that answers each question.

Susan B. Anthony

Martin Luther King

Frederick Douglass

Summarize the key points of the quote.

Explain the historical context of the life of your
thinker and how it shaped their ideas and actions.

Flip through your Identity Journal and reflect on
everything you have learning in our Ethnic Studies
course.  Although every individual and community
has had their own unique experience and struggles,
explain the universal aspects underlying those
experiences and how the ideals of equality as
expressed in the Declaration of Independence have
improved life and opportunities for everyone living
and working in the United States.  Use examples from
the life of your thinker, as well as anything you’ve
learned in this course to explain your thinking.



Frederick Douglass

Martin Luther King

“I have said that the Declaration of
Independence is the ring-bolt to

the chain of your nation's destiny;
so, indeed, I regard it. The

principles contained in that
instrument are saving principles.

Stand by those principles, be true
to them on all occasions, in all
places, against all foes, and at

whatever cost.”



Susan B. Anthony
Nor can you find a word in any of the grand documents left us by the fathers that assumes for

government the power to create or to confer rights. The Declaration of Independence, the United
States Constitution, the constitutions of the several states and the organic laws of the territories, all

alike propose to protect the people in the exercise of their Godgiven rights. Not one of them
pretends to bestow rights. 

"All men are created equal, and endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights. Among
these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure these, governments are instituted

among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed." Here is no shadow of
government authority over rights, nor exclusion of any from their full and equal enjoyment. 

Here is pronounced the right of all men, and "consequently," as the Quaker preacher said, "of all
women," to a voice in the government. And here, in this very first paragraph of the declaration, is the

assertion of the natural right of all to the ballot; for, how can "the consent of the governed" be given, if
the right to vote be denied. Again: 

"That whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the
people to alter or abolish it, and to institute a new government, laying its foundations on such

principles, and organizing its powers in such forms as to them shall seem most likely to effect their
safety and happiness."



Susan B. Anthony Con’t

Surely, the right of the whole people to vote is here clearly implied. For however destructive in their
happiness this government might become, a disfranchised class could neither alter nor abolish it, nor

institute a new one, except by the old brute force method of insurrection and rebellion. One-half of the
people of this nation to-day are utterly powerless to blot from the statute books an unjust law, or to write

there a new and a just one. The women, dissatisfied as they are with this form of government, that
enforces taxation without representation,-that compels them to obey laws to which they have never given

their consent, -that imprisons and hangs them without a trial by a jury of their peers, that robs them, in
marriage, of the custody of their own persons, wages and children,-are this half of the people left wholly at
the mercy of the other half, in direct violation of the spirit and letter of the declarations of the framers of
this government, every one of which was based on the immutable principle of equal rights to all. By those

declarations, kings, priests, popes, aristocrats, were all alike dethroned, and placed on a common level
politically, with the lowliest born subject or serf. By them, too, me, as such, were deprived of their divine

right to rule, and placed on a political level with women. By the practice of those declarations all class and
caste distinction will be abolished; and slave, serf, plebeian, wife, woman, all alike, bound from their subject

position to the proud platform of equality. 

The preamble of the federal constitution says: 

We, the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure
domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare and secure the

blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and established this constitution for the
United States of America." 



Susan B. Anthony Con’t

It was we, the people, not we, the white male citizens, nor yet
we, the male citizens; but we, the whole people, who formed

this Union. And we formed it, not to give the blessings or
liberty, but to secure them; not to the half of ourselves and

the half of our posterity, but to the whole people - women as
well as men. And it is downright mockery to talk to women of

their enjoyment of the blessings of liberty while they are
denied the use of the only means of securing them provided

by this democratic-republican government-the ballot.“



Martin Luther King, Jr.
 It wouldn’t take us long to discover the substance of that dream.

It is found in those majestic words of the Declaration of
Independence, words lifted to cosmic proportions: "We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by God, Creator, with certain inalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness." This

is a dream. It’s a great dream. 

The first saying we notice in this dream is an amazing
universalism. It doesn’t say "some men," it says "all men." It doesn’t
say "all white men," it says "all men," which includes black men. It

does not say "all Gentiles," it says "all men," which includes Jews. It
doesn’t say "all Protestants," it says "all men," which includes

Catholics. (Yes, sir) It doesn’t even say "all theists and believers," it
says "all men," which includes humanists and agnostics. 



Then that dream goes on to say another thing that ultimately distinguishes our
nation and our form of government from any totalitarian system in the world. It
says that each of us has certain basic rights that are neither derived from or

conferred by the state. In order to discover where they came from, it is necessary
to move back behind the dim mist of eternity. They are God-given, gifts from His

hands. Never before in the history of the world has a sociopolitical document
expressed in such profound, eloquent, and unequivocal language the dignity and
the worth of human personality. The American dream reminds us, and we should
think about it anew on this Independence Day, that every man is an heir of the

legacy of dignity and worth. 

Now ever since the founding fathers of our nation dreamed this dream in all of its
magnificence—to use a big word that the psychiatrists use—America has been

something of a schizophrenic personality, tragically divided against herself. On the
one hand we have proudly professed the great principles of democracy, but on
the other hand we have sadly practiced the very opposite of those principles.

Martin Luther King, Jr.


